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ESSER Federal Data Collection Webinar

January 26, 2022

Webinar 4:  Review and FAQ



• If you have questions please enter them into the 
chat and we will address them as we go.

• You are welcome to unmute and interject a 
question.  Please speak clearly so your colleagues 
can hear the question.

Webinar is being recorded



• Provide a brief overview of the ESSER Federal Data Collection.
• Review of time-lines for completion.
• Walk through FAQs that we have been receiving.
• Field question you may have.

Session Purpose
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• The requirements in section 2001(i) of the ARP Act relating to the 
ARP ESSER funds are published in the Federal Register and also 
outlined by the Department in the ESSER and GEER FAQ
document. 

• The OPI has developed a FAQ document to provide grantees 
information about the grant, including eligibility, and grant 
requirements.  

• The ESSER guidance documents are available on the OPI website, 
which outlines allowable uses for the grant. 

• Disclaimer: Similar to the FAQ document issued by the USED on 
ESSER and GEER, “the contents of this document do not have the 
force and effect of law and are not meant to bind the public in 
any way.  The information is subject to change as additional 
information is released by the USED.  
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Session Details

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/04/22/2021-08359/american-rescue-plan-act-elementary-and-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/05/ESSER.GEER_.FAQs_5.26.21_745AM_FINALb0cd6833f6f46e03ba2d97d30aff953260028045f9ef3b18ea602db4b32b1d99.pdf
https://opi.mt.gov/COVID-19-Information/ESSER#9922711126-guidance


WELCOME!

OPI Presenter 
Introductions
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• Jeff Kirksey, ESSER Program Manager
– Jeffrey.Kirksey@mt.gov
– (406) 444-0783

• Chris Noel, Data Operations Manager
– Chris.Noel@mt.gov

• Samantha Walsh, Project Manager
– Samantha.Walsh@mt.gov

• General ESSER Contact Information
– ESSER-OPI@mt.gov
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OPI Staff

mailto:Jeffrey.Kirksey@mt.gov
mailto:Chris.Noel@mt.gov
mailto:Samantha.Walsh@mt.gov


Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER):
• 3 Rounds of ESSER funds have been authorized by Congress in 

response to COVID-19 pandemic.
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ESSER Summary



• Why must we submit a data collection for 
ESSER funds?
– The three congressional acts that established 

the ESSER Program (CARES, CCRSA, & ARPA) 
charge USED with the responsibility of 
monitoring funds to ensure appropriate use.

– The data provides a tool for measuring funding 
effectiveness.

– In applying for the funds, districts agreed to 
provide requested data.
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Data Collection Orientation



• What types of information is being 
collected?
– Expenditure details
– Safe School Reopening and Infrastructure info.
– 20% Set-aside for Lost Instructional details
– Hiring, Retention, and FTE data
– Home Internet and Technology information
– Equitable Support for Learning Recovery and 

Acceleration data
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Data Collection Orientation



• What time period does this data collection 
cover?
– The Federal Fiscal year from October 1, 2020 to 

September 30, 2021. This is for both fiscal and 
programmatic data.

• How should my data be broken down?
– Data should be reported by LEA.  This means 

that systems that manage two or more districts 
must complete the data collection for each 
district.
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Data Collection Orientation



• When must the collection be complete?

– March 18, 2022 – Data Collection Submitted to OPI

• Will there be additional technical support?

– Yes, as needed.  We will be monitoring questions that are coming in and provide 
office hours in February to address new frequently asked questions.  Please be 
watching the ESSER Bulletin for updates.
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Key Dates



• Where do I got to access the data collection 
tool?
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Data Collection Tool:



• Where can I find me district login 
information?
– Your district log-in information was sent to your 

Authorized Representative in an email from 
jeffrey.kirksey@mt.gov on December 13, 2021.  If 
you can not locate this information please email: 
ESSER-OPI@mt.gov
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Data Collection Tool

mailto:jeffrey.kirksey@mt.gov
mailto:ESSER-OPI@mt.gov
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Data Collection Tool:
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Data Collection – Helpful Links



• What is the 20% set-aside and how is this 
reported?
– Lost Instructional Time allowable uses must be evidence-

based interventions to promote learning acceleration or 
emotional wellbeing.

– This is a category specifically for ESSER III.
– We have delineated this funding for you in e-grants, but 

it is part of your BASE allocation from the Federal 
Government for ESSER III

16

20% Set-aside for Lost 
Instructional Time



• Can districts reimburse themselves with ESSER 
funds, for ESSER allowable expenses, after a 
fiscal year has closed?
– Yes, allowable use expenses back to March 13,  

2020 can be funded with ESSER dollars.  
– Districts will need to complete a prior period 

adjustment.  The OPI School Finance Team can 
assist with this.
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Fund Use



• What questions do you have?
• Do you have any clarifying questions about 

the responses we have provided?
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Open Questions



OPI Website:
opi.mt.gov

Resources



Thank you!
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For questions or additional information please contact 
Jeff Kirksey: ESSER-OPI@mt.gov (406)444-0783

mailto:ESSER-OPI@mt.gov
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